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To these qneriea there ui bnt one reply — bad administration. All 
acieoce, especially the aeieiice of politics and economy, is prevision. 
Has there oeen prevision T Where has there been any foresight to 
achieve the good and avoid the bad f Are we not late in applying 
the remedy T Or have we as yet found any remedy t 

The party with whom I act are not responsible ior the late panic 
crthe present emharrassment. It is not our fault that instead of pay- 
ing off the debt at one hnndred millions a year it is growing at that 
rate, sbowlnK a loss of two hnndred millions in resources. It is not 
our fault if the administration of this city and country has its — 
TtingB of TO|^ae« that rob ih& luckTAAn tAwn, 
Thoae evil angels creeping up and down 
The jHoob's ladder of tlie TreHniT slturg i 
Hat aittse, bat rttl Turplne and I^cBlms. 
It is, however, the fault of ConereBs that appropriations have been bo 
lavish. The expenditures of I860-'61, which included the first four 
mouths of Mr. Lincoln's administration, omitting pensions and inter- 
est, were leas by $94,653,678.98 than they are now. Allowing for the in- 
crease of population in ten years, the expenses rose 150 per cent, com- 
pared with 23 per cent, only for population— or seven to one. Whenc* 
this ruinous excess! In the ArmyT Yes. The expenses there are 
doubled. The Indian business T Yes. With fewer red men by one- 
half, the cost is more than doubled. The premium paid for the pur- 
cbaaed debt in advance of its maturity in 1870, 1871, 1872, and 1873, 
is nearly forty millions; yet this House, years ago, on my motion, 
passed a resolution condemning that i>olicy. 

But, sir, upon a bill of this nature, in which I only propose to re- 
serve our resources, an exhaustive debate on economy is not so perti- 
nent. Yet we should begin the work at once and here on this bill. 
Liet the knife reach everywhere. Let it reach all useless leeches who 
hang upon the Government. Cut down exorbitant salaries I Let 
yonr pruning ramify to every department of the service 1 



I vrell rememberthatiulB.^7, when embarrassments like the present 
threatened Mr. Buchanan's aduiinistration, orders were atonceiseuedto 
alltbeDepartmentsBndBnreans to cut down unsparingly. Itwasdoue. 
It can be done again. We have a right to make this demand. It is in 
the interest of the workingmen of all classes, especially in the Itu'ge 
cities. I can demonstrate that, on twelve necessary articles for a fam- 
ily of four, for twelve months, the increase of price from 1860 to 1873 
ie 92 per cent. ; the increase of wages in Now York City for workmen 
in. eight different mechanical occuphtions is 60 per cent. ; but the 
average increase days' labor to earn these twelve necessaries is 191 per 
cent. The average purchasing power of labor has decreased 19} per 
cent. For the tables from whi^ I deduce these £gures I am indebted 
to Mr, J. 8. Moore, whose letter of Ma^ 27, 1873, to Hon. D. A. Wells 
I have before me. They are authentic — from official sonrces. The 
articles are beef, mutton, corned beef, butter, rice, milk, coffee, tea, 
sugar, molasses, coal, and rent. They are not directly influenced by 
tbe tariff. If the calculation included clothing, blankets, furniture, 
boots and shoes, spirits, tobacco, &c., another and a woise exhibit 
would appear. I add the tnbles to my remarks : 



kindle and embitter partisan rancor, now somewLat dull, " in the 
agricultural districtB!'' Is it not intended to revive aomething of 
the dying war feeliuff and re-create a new soul nuder the ribs of rad- 
ical death T 

It waa remarked that the northern democrats took no part in the 
debate ontbecivil-rightBbill. Why this remark T Wasitapartof the 
plan of the shrewd leader of the republican party to inveigle the north- 
ern democracy into the debate, so a* to arouse dormant antipathy ; or 
to call attention from the haukiupt condition of the Treasury, or from 
the discontent and impoverishment of the laboring people f Was it a 
movement to recover &om the overwhelminK defeats of the Adminis- 
tration in Ohio, New York, PenuBylvaaia, Wisconsin, California, and 
lowaf Was it intended to reorganize tlie scattered forces of republi- 
canism on the colored issue f I would do no injustice to the eentlemau 
from Iowa, [Mr. Kassom, ] On the contrary, at the risk of embarrassing 
him, I say that t am sure he is sincere in ma appeal to Heaven to save 
his party from the effects of such a Federal measnre as this of edu- 
cation ; but he made no such appeal as to the civil-rights bill. Is 
Heaven against him irrevocably upon that T It is not the first time 
that that party has planted itself in a pietistio attitude. This is once 
too much. The grangers are np and alive. I could almost see my 
friend, like another Cincinnatna, at tlie plow ; hia auburn hair full of 
hay-seed, and his democratic logic mowing down the crop of fallacies 
by which this and similar bills are defended. But I doubt if Heaven 
listens to the appeal. The "crow is not reckoned a rehgious bird 
becanae it keeps cawing from a steeple." The northern democracy 
are satisfied with auch expositions of Federal power aa the gentle- 
man ^ves na. They wonld apply them further. They should go to 
the civil-rights bill, a fortiori. 

Hia argument ia not a new one to me. On the 17th Febmary, 1864, 
when the Freedmen's Bureau biU came in, I waa firat to denounce it, 
for the very reasons given upon this bill, by the gentleman. In the 
light of recent developments, what a commentary is there in these 
remarks of mine, then made. May I be allowed to recall them ! 

It begins, for Uiib Federal GOTernmeat of lliaited sad eipiega powere, A policy 
ao UtitadiDuiui that the whole aystemiacbanged. Thle ia auews^BteiD. Itupeiia 
»'n«tflpwirtBiiiiyfii>roorTaptl(Hiu]d almee. it mmy be Inaagimted in tJie name 
of hnauutf I but I donbt, sir, if any Eovemiueut, mncli less onr Govenunent of 
delegatad powers. irlU ever tuoeeel In Uie pUUatbropIo line of baaineas, sach aa 
OMitaimlaled by this bin. Hence, the hieheat bnmaniCy ii in bnilding slronE flie 
ranpnu <rf eiautltatlonal reatttint. If &e gentlemsn con show as wanout Id the 

.-. — u_.i— ^ — ...■.>..>. .V,. .1 _.. . — i._ .ijg iilackB, and fur making 

I the Treaenry a fund for 

.... „. , - _ - ,-.„ .-.Ob be boa commended tia 

bill to onr aympathlea. If yoo e*n ao fnune your bill aa to draw no mooBy from 
the Ti¥«aary, and make yonr ecbeme aelf 4apporling i or, if yoa can so perfect the 
syateoi as to connect it legatly with the military without deeradine Ihe Army, and 

sliU discipline and care for the nnfortunatobl--' .--..P-— -. S .... 

Htiong and weak, then we may oi " 



n matters of social privileat 
leration is the Stab ^ 
ture. Hew York has its educational systenf and its civil-n' . . 
The one is admirably erocuted; the other may be in time. But some- 
thing is due to the spirit of a people. All the punishments yon oau 
invent as toschool officers or their squandering, as to the theaters and 
schooft, and the admission of the colored race v> them, will not answer. 
There is no remedy here for the inconvenience and trenble likely to 
arise from such peculiar FederM intermeddling. Self-help, not State- 
help, is the law of encc«ss for every race and people. 
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laiikii Caleb Cuihing used to sneeringly call, a negrophilist, waa not leas 

f niinElli marvelous — like a certain acriptural eonveraion — than the scene itself 

wpellKi which so wrought upon the gentleman's suhjectivity. 

aiipiliiF. But, Bir, to the remarkable speech of the gentleman from Massa- 

chuaettsl I donot assumetobeanarWtereiejttnfianuniiioratory; but 
I coofess to an aesthetic desire to commend this work of art. It had 
ia it, besides, natural tremulous touches of pathos. I saw more than 
one "dew-drop" in the eyas of rugged veterans, like my gallant col- 
. leagues, the generals from Brooklyn. He who is capable of such an 

jLiTt effort should give to his declining years more of that gentle service. 

deljtii Even though he depicts his own experience, we can pardon it. As 

esticpnji ^^g aai^ df Raphael, "who but himself could paint bis portrait T '• Can 

■ill be mil tiiig be the same rude hand whose caricatures made those horBe-laughs 

[umeai. (,f the galleir groundlings, by the free use of eamhoge and smaJl beer — 

sotnetiiaea plastered on with a wash-brnsh, like a theatrical side-aceneT 
widimw! ^""^ '^ '' necessary, in passing on a work of art which evoked such 

coten # feeling, to inq^uire whether it springs from nnreal crief and jjuaginair 

Yoiinr scenes. The sorrows of Werthei and the troubleB of Richantaon's 

ieat«r- t» Clacisaa — I do not refer to any females of the Treasury — have made 

eterv - m worse men tearful ; but were they not aigua of genius oe well aa of f eel- 

cnntofSi ioK^ The point at which I aim in this fine of remark is, that the per- 

I . „ „ aistent and vigorous gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Butleb] ia 

oni™ wi[ in terrible earnest in nia awom devotion to the black; and that he 

r Callniir will never, never give up, until his bill with mixed schoola ia law, 

j" ^^ and theae funds are filed in trust for their austentation. 

' "Wbeit' Already, Mr. Speaker, the angry presa, because of the speechea of 

' the gentlemen toward their craft, have tried to wreak their revenge 

by castiug suspicion over the plain, nnvarniabed tale of war, ao elo- 
quently recited by the gentleman from Massachuaetts, and thus weaken 
from Ma our faith in his courage. It haa been hinted, firat, that in auch an 

eJdt III! exciting and aanguinary scene the gentleman could not, have been 

in the <ii> so observant of details as to recall the precise number of yards, mUes, 

recltil li and troops. It has been more than hinted that the whistling bul- 

ifirilt.St lets, crossed bayonets, disrupted abatis, and capless muskets, and 

otiJituiiillT even the redoubts, were "works of the imagination;" and that the 

brave black man, waving the " Hag of fltarry light over the storm of 
battle," including the groat oath itself of the general, are hut Sg- 
mente, worthy of an unconverted democrat or a Sir John Falstaff. 

It is farther surmised that the gentleman could not have been 

there at all. Now, sir, I meet this last allegation boldly ; not with a 

., .u flat denial, but with an explanation honorable to the service and to 

'" jt il '''* discretion. Where should the general be except in the rear! 

,'ai ^^^*^ "'"^'^ ''®"'^ "' " general, unless it were some youthful Napoleon 

lerplM* ^j Lodi, or the heroic Sedgwick, at Spottsylvania, under firef It is 

""* his duty — not to take to a stump, as Jomini would recommend, but for 

success, to follow in the "track" of victory. Any general who would 

e-piecf • j^ otherwise would be caahiered. 

^'f "AIm ^"' ^"'' '^^^ P^' '* "* ^^^^ secure on all these points. Let us who 

meatiif ""* niaking history forestall its careless muse of the future. Time 

'itttwptb' has a relenUess tooth. Horacesangofitscorroding quality; andthere 

is a German sane of which I must make a noto, which reprodnces to 
'" h^'S ^^^ ^""^ "* " My Maryland," from the Latin lyre, the effect of tune, if 

"*iSd"" ""^ ^g^iipou the pleasures, sweeter than honey, or the kisses of girls — 




The effect of eiich tm oath, with reference to the black floldlera, 
would hftve prevented the recommittal of the bill ! 

But it is the martial oath I wonlcL analyze. Swearing is a soldierly 
habit. The army swore in Flanders. Our armies, Federal and confed- 
erate, swore continually ; they swore in recruits and swore in disloyal- 
ists; and swore them out. Even this oath of the gentleman which I 
have quoted, cannot be his only one. He must nave sworn some- 
what at the court-martial who sentenced a soldier to work ten years 
oil his Dutch. Gap canal ; and he might be well excused if he swore 
when, contrary to the general belief, powder did not go off before 
Fort Fisher.* 

The sublime oath, however, of all time, quoted by Longinas, is from 
.XschyluB — where, upon, a black, orbed shield, seven valiant chiefs 
slew a bull, and dipping their hands in bis blood, went out to 
ravage and destroy I The gentleman's oath was by bis hand and 
tongue ; and as neither the one nor the other is impaired, my conclu- 
sion ia that he will ineiat on perfect equality and confiscate our lands 
for mixed Bchools. 

It is UTced that most of these oaths are, like that of Hamlet to the 
ghost, only a fiction. I may admit it ; it is but another illustration 
of a lioentioas press. Even this splendid oath of the founders of 
Swiss freedom has been called a myth : " We swear," exclaimed Wal- 
ter Fillst, Werner StauffachcT, and Melchthal, extending their arms, 
" we swear in the presence of God, before whom kings and people are 
equal, to live or die tor our fellow- countrymen ; neither to suffer 
il^luetice nor to commit injury ; to respect the rignts and property of 
the Count of Hapsburg ; to do no violence to the imperial t>ailif&, but 
to put an end to their tyranny." Around this oath has gathered the 
haze of time. It ia very beautiful. It has its conservative reserva- 
tions as to certain rights of property and person, whicli the distin- 
guished gentleman from Massachusetts .omitted m the hurry of his 
movement in the traek of that black charging column. I would ad- 
vise himtocopyit next time. It ia very effective, but still it lacks the 
diabolicenergy which not only appeared in the oath of the gentleman, 
but in his speech. But alas! alas! for human asseverations. Oaths 

■ FeUaw.clti:oaa, I have lived with you, man and boy, for thirty yearg, and I am 
SOtnB to live witb yon if yon will liave me, for thirty years longer. (Great ap- 
l(Iaiiae.l I liave stood Wore yon many times, and I hope to Htand bofore ynn mamy 
tlmea more Ui advise with yon upon tuat whleh is for the food of the conntry ; but 
oft«n aa 1 have met yon here no man can say that I ever miarepreaented a fact, and 
when I now tell you that I never saw that powfler-boati that a]] I had to do with it 
was to order my ordnance officer to turn over to the Kavy one hundred and fifty 
tAuR of powder, and thattbe whole tbincwns under the chaTifo of the ^'avy, and was 
arranged eiactly as the Navv desired, when tbeywisLod anrt how they wished, 
yoo COD judge of the truth of the dlspat^ which states that I prepared thepowder- 

Whoever states itv there Is no truth in it- But tbe po»dor-boat it is said was a 
failure. Granted; aa thepowderin itwasneverwhoUyaetonflre. It was intended 
that there ebonid be then exploded more powder than ever was at once exploded 
liefore — powder enoueh- in my Judfiment, to have done very Ereat damace — bo 
much, in fact, that I have the written advice of Admiral Porter that I shooldstand 
ciut twenty-flve miles, let off tbe steam, and draw tho flre from the boiler of my 
boat before it weat off, lest the eiplosiou should blow me up even there. [Laogbtcr 
and applanso.l I am preparod lo take the iaaue; and hereafter, fellow-citizena, wheu 
you bear me t« that Uttle iodosnre on the other side of Che river, which I hope for 
Ar4 my last resting-place, I pray you to put over me foz- myeuitaph! "Here lies the 
;reneral who saved the liveb of his soldiers at Big Ilethel and Fort Fisher, aud who 
never commanded tbe Army of the Potomac.'^ I ask for nothing elae. (Great 
Applause.) — Gemral BiUhtr^s ipfechat LovttU, Janriari/W, 1B6€. 
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Federal police emanating hence, whose Fonch^ or Vidocqs 
ah&rpeaed by party nee£, or prompted by publlahmg gi 
fere with the State Bystema. We have enough no ' 
indiapeneable Federal duties, and especially in i 
nuBapplication or squandering of public funds. 



;o attend t( 



Therefore, in conclusion, I oppose this bill as over-legislatio 
will be barren of practical results. Many years of service have 
me some lessons of humility. I did not miscalculate at the 
ning of the war, as to the way it would end, as some did of my pa 
expected that slavery would be riddled to death by the buUet. 
not miscalculate as to the Freedmen's Bureau and ite miscfa 
results ; nor as to the consequences of univeraal auf&age, now i 
the radical Statea South compared with the conaervative Stai 
t« their taxes, peace, proapenty, and credit. But I did miaca 
as to the effect of enliating the blacks as soldiers, and aa to tl 
ception and conduct here. Besides, I had thought that in tim 
would see the importance of dividing their vote between the j 
and thus, while avoiding colliBloua with the white race, coi 
more care and respect. 

It is hard to preacribe for the evila which have grown u| 
and out of our civil war ; but there ia a rule which is safe 
not your faith in legislation to rectify social troubles and rac( 
ions. The pendulum of the gentleman from Iowa is swingii 
now in favor of laiaaez /aire, and away from that " subtle f i 
f etichism" — the bliudadorationthrough the centuries, of go vemi 
onudpotence. We are admonished against this, by the aize 
files, by the clogging of our busineas here, by the paralysis of 
dustries, by the uurry of our bourses, by the panic in onr ban' 
marts, by the changes iu onr politics, by the oxponsea of our 
by the insecurity of our property, by the luxury of our millio 
by the poverty of our poor, by tlie prodigality of our officials, i 



e the conaequeucea of a bad administration e 
of goverument. 






